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First off, in what ways are you currently involved at your church?

Mark all that apply.

I attend worship services regularly  (2510)

I give financially to support the church (2378)

I volunteer at / for the church (1769)

I am part of a small group or Bible study (1617)

I attend worship services occasionally (224)

I am on the church staff (155)

I am a visitor (15)

93%

8%

6%

65%

1%

88%

60%

Overall 4545 respondents completed this questionnaire.

The following charts are restricted to the top 20 codes.  

2017 Summer Kansas City Church Based Study

Demographic information is at the end of this document.

Methodologies are in the document titled 2017 Summer Kansas City Church Based Study Highlights on the KCBE website Research page. 

Study results are as follows:
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Think about your experiences over the past year while attending your current church. Please indicate how accurately each 
of these statements describe you:  Compared to one year ago, would you say…
 (My relationship with Jesus Christ has grown deeper)

Very accurate (1498)

Somewhat accurate (969)

Not too accurate (217)

Not at all accurate (29) 1%

55%

8%

36%

Think about your experiences over the past year while attending your current church. Please indicate how accurately each 
of these statements describe you:  Compared to one year ago, would you say…
 (I have a greater understanding of the Bible)

Very accurate (1408)

Somewhat accurate (1049)

Not too accurate (226)

Not at all accurate (29)

52%

39%

1%

8%
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Think about your experiences over the past year while attending your current church. Please indicate how accurately each 
of these statements describe you:  Compared to one year ago, would you say…
 (I have developed more love for others)

Very accurate (1279)

Somewhat accurate (1193)

Not too accurate (215)

Not at all accurate (24)

8%

1%

47%

44%

Think about your experiences over the past year while attending your current church. Please indicate how accurately each 
of these statements describe you:  Compared to one year ago, would you say…
 (I have a greater passion for social justice)

Somewhat accurate (1198)

Very accurate (742)

Not too accurate (624)

Not at all accurate (145)

44%

27%

23%

5%
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Think about your experiences over the past year while attending your current church. Please indicate how accurately each 
of these statements describe you:  Compared to one year ago, would you say…
 (I have a greater passion for sharing God's love with others)

Somewhat accurate (1194)

Very accurate (1190)

Not too accurate (296)

Not at all accurate (32)

44%

44%

11%

1%

Think about your experiences over the past year while attending your current church. Please indicate how accurately each 
of these statements describe you:  Compared to one year ago, would you say…

 (I have a greater passion for serving others)

Very accurate (1245)

Somewhat accurate (1180)

Not too accurate (263)

Not at all accurate (26)

44%

46%

10%

1%
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How often do you participate in each of the following activities?
 (Attend a church worship service or Mass, other than for a special event such as a wedding or funeral)

Every week (2057)

2-3 times a month (368)

At least once in the past 6 months (83)

Every day (79)

Once a month (69)

Less often (55)

3%

3%

2%

76%

3%

14%
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How often do you participate in each of the following activities?
 (Volunteer your time to help your church)

Every week (660)

2-3 times a month (583)

Less often (493)

At least once in the past 6 months (433)

Once a month (425)

Every day (43)

25%

19%

16%

2%

22%

16%
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How often do you participate in each of the following activities?
 (Volunteer your time with your church to serve people outside the church)

Less often (1112)

At least once in the past 6 months (852)

Once a month (250)

Every week (210)

2-3 times a month (184)

Every day (30)

32%

7%

8%

1%

10%

42%
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How often do you participate in each of the following activities?
 (Volunteer your time to help a non-profit organization, other than a church)

Less often (1202)

At least once in the past 6 months (679)

Once a month (257)

Every week (254)

2-3 times a month (197)

Every day (48)

10%

26%

2%

8%

46%

10%
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How often do you participate in each of the following activities?
 (Memorize scripture)

Less often (1143)

At least once in the past 6 months (661)

Once a month (360)

2-3 times a month (229)

Every week (228)

Every day (87)

8%

9%

13%

3%

42%

24%



  

Bible Engagement in Kansas CityBible Engagement in Kansas City

Page:10

  Conducted by Barna Group, Summer 2017Conducted by Barna Group, Summer 2017

How often do you participate in each of the following activities?
 (Engage in personal prayer)

Every day (2093)

Every week (478)

2-3 times a month (73)

Less often (28)

Once a month (25)

At least once in the past 6 months (14)

77%

18%

1%

1%

1%

3%
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How often do you participate in each of the following activities?
 (Invite someone to come to church with you)

Less often (1086)

At least once in the past 6 months (1022)

Once a month (283)

2-3 times a month (176)

Every week (58)

Every day (11)

41%

39%

7%

2%

11%

0%
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How often do you participate in each of the following activities?
 (Meet with someone who is mentoring or coaching you spiritually)

Less often (1585)

At least once in the past 6 months (318)

Every week (255)

Once a month (237)

2-3 times a month (224)

Every day (18)

12%

10%

60%

9%

1%

9%
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How often do you participate in each of the following activities?
 (Mentor or spiritually coach someone else)

Less often (1253)

Every week (406)

At least once in the past 6 months (362)

2-3 times a month (279)

Once a month (246)

Every day (91)

14%

11%

9%

4%

15%

48%

Which of the following best describes the sermons at your church:

Select only one.

Sermons address issues or concerns that people face in their lives  (1362)

Sermons usually are based on studying a specific book of the Bible (1186)

Something else  (89)

45%

3%

52%
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Which of the following accurately describes your church when it comes to community outreach?

Mark all that apply.

My church encourages members to serve the community (2375)

My church has specific efforts to help the poor in the community (2220)

The leaders at my church speak often about community engagement  (2146)

My church regularly hosts community events (1773)

None of the above (62)

67%

90%

81%

84%

2%

Turning to a new topic, how satisfied are you with your current level of spiritual growth:

Somewhat satisfied (1479)

Very satisfied (781)

Not too satisfied (399)

Not at all satisfied (56)

15%

2%

29%

55%
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Which of the following, if any, does your church do to help people grow spiritually?

Mark all that apply.

Offer small groups  (2592)

Bible teaching / preaching from the pulpit (2534)

Offer classes or Bible-studies  (2400)

Regularly emphasizes the importance of spiritual growth (2347)

Offer teaching / preaching that is appropriate for where you are spiritually (2082)

Offer podcasts online of Bible teaching (1637)

Offer one on one mentoring or accountability partners (1292)

Something else (101)

None of these (6)

60%

48%

4%

93%

77%

0%

87%

96%

89%

Please specify what else your church does to help people grow spiritually:

Grow Night classes every week at our church, other special events at our church

Can't even count all of them

care groups

Page:15
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Does your church have a clearly stated mission that includes spiritual growth? 

Yes (2305)

Not sure (283)

No (49)

87%

2%

11%

Page:16
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How often, if ever, do you actually read the Bible, not including times when you are at a church service or church event? 
Do you typically read the Bible:   

Or every day (711)

Four or more times a week (557)

Several times a week (535)

Once a week (344)

Once a month (237)

Three or four times a year (148)

Once or twice a year (83)

Less than once a year (52)

Never (44)

5%

9%

3%

2%

26%

2%

13%

21%

20%
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Has your own personal use of the Bible changed over the past year?

Yes, it has increased (1288)

No, it has stayed the same (1194)

Yes, it has decreased (229) 8%

44%

48%

Page:18
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There are many versions or translations of the Bible available these days. As far as you know, what is the version or 
translation of the Bible you read most often in your personal time with the Bible?

New International Version (NIV)  (978)

English Standard Version (ESV)  (351)

New King James Version (NKJV) (321)

New American Standard Bible (NASB)  (257)

New Living Translation (NLT) (228)

King James Version (KJV)  (192)

Don't know/unsure  (50)

Other (46)

The Message  (46)

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)  (31)

Contemporary English Version (24)

Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB)  (22)

New International Reader's Version (NIrV)  (21)

Amplified Bible  (19)

New American Bible (NAB) (16)

Good News Translation  (11)

None (9)

Today's New International Version (TNIV)  (8)

New Century Version (NCV)  (7)

1%

1%

12%

37%

7%

2%

9%

2%

2%

1%

13%

10%

0%

0%

1%

1%

1%

0%

0%
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People read the Bible for many different reasons. Please mark which statement is most true for you. 

Select only one.

It brings me closer to God  (1727)

I read it for a Bible study or small group at church (363)

I know I'm supposed to read the Bible (162)

I have a problem I need to solve or I need direction  (145)

I need comfort  (103)

It is part of my studies at school    (2)

69%

15%

7%

4%

6%

0%
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When you read the Bible, how often do you use the following approaches?
 (As part of a guided plan (like a one-year plan))

Sometimes (689)

Rarely (667)

Often (642)

Never (513)

27%

27%

20%

26%

When you read the Bible, how often do you use the following approaches?
 (With a devotional)

Often (1006)

Sometimes (822)

Rarely (476)

Never (209)

19%

33%

8%

40%
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When you read the Bible, how often do you use the following approaches?
 (Chronologically)

Rarely (883)

Never (805)

Sometimes (605)

Often (210)

35%

32%

8%

24%

When you read the Bible, how often do you use the following approaches?
 (From front to back)

Never (947)

Rarely (867)

Sometimes (444)

Often (245)

38%

18%

35%

10%
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When you read the Bible, how often do you use the following approaches?
 (In search of a specific verse or verses)

Often (1128)

Sometimes (1109)

Rarely (227)

Never (51)

9%

2%

45%

44%

When you read the Bible, how often do you use the following approaches?
 (One book at a time)

Sometimes (955)

Often (806)

Rarely (506)

Never (240)

20%

10%

38%

32%
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When you read the Bible, how often do you use the following approaches?
 (As you feel led by the Spirit)

Sometimes (1196)

Often (755)

Rarely (422)

Never (139) 6%

17%

48%

30%

When you read the Bible, how often do you use the following approaches?
 (Read it aloud with your family or children)

Rarely (831)

Never (713)

Sometimes (697)

Often (263)

33%

28%

11%

29%
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What is the average amount of time you spend reading the Bible at each sitting? 

Please enter your response in minutes. 

Count Sum Mean
Sample Standard

Deviation Minimum Maximum Range
2520.28 56443.38 22.40 15.90 0 180 180

In what format do you prefer to use the Bible?

Mark only one.

Print (2005)

Smartphone or tablet app (566)

Online   (77)

Audio (50)

Some other way (6)

74%

21%

2%

3%

0%
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the Bible?
  (All Scripture must be read with some kind of guidance to understand what it really means.)

Somewhat agree (1011)

Somewhat disagree (742)

Strongly disagree (579)

Strongly agree (381)

37%

27%

14%

21%

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the Bible?
  (The Bible contains everything a person needs to know to live a meaningful life.)

Strongly agree (1958)

Somewhat agree (576)

Somewhat disagree (133)

Strongly disagree (45)

72%

2%

5%

21%
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the Bible?
  (The Bible can only be correctly interpreted by people who have years of intense training in theology)

Strongly disagree (1733)

Somewhat disagree (671)

Somewhat agree (254)

Strongly agree (50)

9%

2%

64%

25%

Do you agree or disagree with the following statements about the Bible?
  (The Bible is totally accurate in all of the principles it teaches)

Strongly agree (2174)

Somewhat agree (339)

Somewhat disagree (137)

Strongly disagree (60)

80%

2%

13%

5%
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Which of the following statements comes closest to describing what you believe about the Bible?

Select only one.  

It is the word of God and should be taken literally (1354)

It is the word of God and some verses are symbolic (1106)

It is the inspired word of God but has some factual or historical errors (174)

Other (48)

It was not inspired by God but tells how the writers understood God  (24)

It is just another book of teachings written by men that contains stories  (8)

1%

50%

6%

41%

2%

0%
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You mentioned that you read the Bible every week. After reading the Bible, would you say that you:  

Gave a lot of thought to how it might apply to your life (1128)

Gave some thought to how it might apply to your life (964)

You really did not give much thought to how it might apply to your life (43)

N/A. I read the Bible less frequently than once a week (3)

45%

2%

53%

0%

How much influence, if any, do you feel the Bible has on….? 
  (The decisions you make at work)

A lot (1397)

Some (726)

N/A (304)

A little (169)

None (40)

28%

53%

2%

6%

12%
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How much influence, if any, do you feel the Bible has on….? 
 (Your marriage)

A lot (1864)

N/A (359)

Some (349)

A little (50)

None (15)

14%

13%

2%

1%

71%
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How much influence, if any, do you feel the Bible has on….? 
  (The decisions you make as a parent)

A lot (1686)

Some (446)

N/A (429)

A little (63)

None (13)

17%

1%

64%

16%

2%
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How much influence, if any, do you feel the Bible has on….? 
 (The decisions you make about finances and money)

A lot (1512)

Some (829)

A little (235)

None (40)

N/A (22) 1%

9%

2%

31%

57%
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How much influence, if any, do you feel the Bible has on….? 
  (The decisions you make about your education)

A lot (811)

Some (674)

N/A (533)

A little (394)

None (225)

15%

26%

31%

20%

9%
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How much influence, if any, do you feel the Bible has on….? 
  (The movies and television you choose to watch)

A lot (1065)

Some (935)

A little (431)

None (174)

N/A (32)

16%

1%

7%

40%

36%
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How much influence, if any, do you feel the Bible has on….? 
  (The decisions you make about sex and sexuality)

A lot (1832)

Some (508)

A little (144)

N/A (82)

None (71)

3%

3%

19%

70%

6%
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How much influence, if any, do you feel the Bible has on….? 
  (Your views of political and social issues)

A lot (1697)

Some (661)

A little (175)

None (81)

N/A (23)

25%

3%

64%

7%

1%
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Now, please indicate your level of agreement for each of the following statements.

Worship is part of your daily lifestyle; it is not just an event you attend (Worship is part of your daily lifestyle; it is not just 
an event you attend)

Strongly agree (1778)

Somewhat agree (715)

Somewhat disagree (123)

Strongly disagree (21)

67%

1%

5%

27%

Now, please indicate your level of agreement for each of the following statements.

You are sampling the ideas of Christianity along with other religions (You are sampling the ideas of Christianity along with 
other religions)

Strongly disagree (2325)

Somewhat disagree (170)

Somewhat agree (108)

Strongly agree (34) 1%

88%

6%

4%
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Now, please indicate your level of agreement for each of the following statements.

You regularly make the time and effort to listen to what God has to say to you, personally (You regularly make the time and 
effort to listen to what God has to say to you, personally)

Strongly agree (1241)

Somewhat agree (1166)

Somewhat disagree (195)

Strongly disagree (36) 1%

44%

7%

47%

Now, please indicate your level of agreement for each of the following statements.

You, personally, have a responsibility to tell other people about your religious beliefs (You, personally, have a responsibility 
to tell other people about your religious beliefs)

Strongly agree (1474)

Somewhat agree (922)

Somewhat disagree (195)

Strongly disagree (45) 2%

7%

35%

56%
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Now, please indicate your level of agreement for each of the following statements.

If a person is generally good, or does enough good things for others during their life, they will earn a place in Heaven (If a 
person is generally good, or does enough good things for others during their life, they will earn a place in Heaven)

Strongly disagree (2177)

Somewhat disagree (228)

Somewhat agree (171)

Strongly agree (61)

83%

7%

9%

2%

Now, please indicate your level of agreement for each of the following statements.

When He lived on earth, Jesus Christ was human and committed sins, like other people (When He lived on earth, Jesus 
Christ was human and committed sins, like other people)

Strongly disagree (2340)

Strongly agree (110)

Somewhat disagree (104)

Somewhat agree (83)

89%

4%

4%

3%
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Now, please indicate your level of agreement for each of the following statements.

Your religious faith is very important in your life today (Your religious faith is very important in your life today)

Strongly agree (2452)

Somewhat agree (235)

Somewhat disagree (12)

Strongly disagree (12)

90%

9%

1%

0%

Now, please indicate your level of agreement for each of the following statements.

When you die you will go to Heaven because you have confessed your sins and have accepted Jesus Christ as your savior 
(When you die you will go to Heaven because you have confessed your sins and have accepted Jesus Christ as your 
savior)

Strongly agree (2414)

Somewhat agree (185)

Somewhat disagree (23)

Strongly disagree (15) 1%

92%

1%

7%
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Now, please indicate your level of agreement for each of the following statements.

You have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ that is still important in your life today (You have made a personal 
commitment to Jesus Christ that is still important in your life today)

Strongly agree (2556)

Somewhat agree (141)

Somewhat disagree (10)

Strongly disagree (5)

5%

0%

94%

0%

Are you:

Female (1667)

Male (1048) 39%

61%
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What is the highest level of education you have completed? 

Graduated from college  (1010)

Earned a graduate degree (650)

Attended college but did not graduate  (440)

Did some graduate studies  (218)

Graduated from high school  (186)

Attended trade or vocational school  (105)

Attended grade school or part of high school   (29)

25%

17%

7%

8%

38%

1%

4%

Do you have any children under the age of 18 who live in your household? 

No (1641)

Yes (996)

62%

38%
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Are you currently: 

Married  (2147)

Divorced  (196)

Single and have never been married  (193)

Or widowed  (86)

Separated  (15)

81%

7%

3%

1%

7%

What is your age?

28

41

53

39

44

48

60

22

35

34

62

30

58

37

35

54

53

34

43

39

54

28

60

57

87

44

86

46

84

60

81

58

70

72

71

75

67

61

55

70

56

66

9

61

13

47

62

58

57

9

57

75

76

80

72

68

51

77

75

80

72

88

57

70

76

69

71

16

76

85

38

35

41

36

64

34

32

42

46

40

23

Median Age: 51.7 years old 
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Which best describes your ethnicity: 

Mark all that apply.

White (2535)

Black / African-American (119)

Hispanic / Latino(a) (73)

Or of another ethnic group:  (26)

Asian (20)

4%

3%

93%

1%

1%
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